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This document is the report from the President, Sohail Ahmed to the 
Brock University Students Administrative Council for the September 
21st, 2010 meeting. 

Brock University Students Union 
500 Glenridge Ave, St Catharines, ON 

T: 905-688-5550 ext: 3101 
F: 905-641-7581 

 



 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

This document is my report for the October 5th meeting of the Brock University Student 
Administrative Council in the year 2010.  
 
I will attempt to update you on the happenings of the Brock University Students Union for the 
month of September. Throughout the course of the year, I will be as proactive as possible to 
assure that the BUSAC councillors know what’s coming down the pipeline before the general 
public does. Please openly comment to me on the style of all my reports for feedback!  

Org Chart 
To give you an update you on the latest HR in BUSU, I need to explain to you a movement that I 
currently see happening. It’s a way of thinking that our student union failed to capitalize on for 
a number of years. Volunteers! 

Before I say more, let’s make something clear.... We have, in the three years that I have been 
with BUSU, continuously been breaking our own records for # of volunteers in SWAT and on 
Shine Day. This year being the highest at over 450 volunteers on move in day, over a 1000 on 
Shine Day etc... 
 
The volunteers I am referring to are the everyday office volunteer. I am talking about the 
volunteers that are in the office every day and are essentially interns to various people in the 
office. To give you an example, Nav is our newest volunteer who shadows our web coordinator. 
He not only is gaining tremendous experience by being in a real working environment, but is 
helping BUSU a lot! 
 
The same goes for Jasper Wong who shadows and works alongside our graphics coordinator as 
well as Hillary Rogers and Stef who work with Sebastian and myself. The value added that they 
have been to the organization is quite amazing... although typically they are self motivated, 
there is nothing more important than appreciation and giving them recognition for their help. 
 
So as I mentioned, the trend is catching on in the office... and the positive response from the 
volunteers tells us that there are more students out there who want to do the same. Maybe 
that next person is you? 
 
On a completely different topic, we have a new staff member in the office! She is the 
permanent full time accounting clerk for BUSU and is currently in her second week at work.... 
drum roll please for: Aeysha 



 

 

Going to elections

•Daniel Klimowicz

•Social Science

•Ambika Sangarin

•Social Science

•Mark Killim

•Social Science

•Rehman Mukhtar

•Social Science

•Alexandra Swigger

•Social Science

•Bryan Levesque

•Social Science

Elected by Acclamation

•Humanities Councillors

•Tyler James Evans

•Sean Adlam

•Katja Stolk

•Math and Science Councillor

•Aaron Harpwood

•Math and Science

•Education Councillor

•James Nroman

•Paige Colley

•Applied Health and Science

•Cam mcLaughlan

•Robbie Shifman

•Andrew Mannaga

Project: SLIC 
Student Leadership innovation commons 
Thank you for those who joined previous BUSU President Brad Clarke, Kim Meade- University 
VP-Student Services and myself cut the ribbon last Wednesday the 22nd for the grand opening 
of SLIC. 
 
I want to reiterate a point I made during a small speech before the opening. There is no one as 
important to the SLIC commons as the people who currently know about it. It’s the people who 
were at the grand opening and those who have visited it already, that I find to be some of the 
most important people on campus. They are the ones who spread the word about new things 
around campus or the latest news. They are the ones who always know the behind the scene 
information and strive on the thrill of movements on campus. If you think I’m talking about you, 
you are probably right...and to end this off I just want to say... thank you for being at Brock . 
 
Updates in the past week regarding SLIC: 
-There is now a regular weekly meeting with myself, Lindsey Winger, Brad Clarke, Kenneth 
Truong and Lara Watts to discuss SLIC. We have discussed thus far a number of promotional 
and operational changes. We are hoping to move “poster stamping” form the welcome desk to 
the SLIC commons. We are also discussing how to make the meeting space in SLIC bookable 
online rather than just in person and the challenges around changing the habits of what most 
leaders currently do. 
 

Elections 
Shake some hands and kiss 
some babies! 
Two very important elections 
are currently underway. One 
is for the BUSAC Councillor 
seats for the faculty of Social 
Science. The other of course is 
our city Municipal elections. 
Both have some interesting 
updates. 
 
BUSAC elections: 
-The nominations to run for BUSAC council closed on Friday at 4:30pm. As was the case for 
many others including me 3 years ago, students were rushing in last second to make sure they 
didn’t miss the deadline. The students were told an hour later if their seats were going to 
elections or not. The announcement builds quite a bit of suspense! Congratulations to the 
councillors who were elected by acclamation to their roles. Of course, good luck to those going 
to elections! 



 

 

Municipal elections: 
Daud Grewal has been working around the clock in regards 
to Municipal elections. One minute he is meeting with 
councillors and the other mayors. Check out 
www.Brockvotes.com for the most recent updates and of 
course, his report to BUSAC! 
 

BUSU Shinerama Golf 
Classic 

Golfing is fun. Especially when golf carts and good friends are involved! 
2010 marks the Brock University Students' Union (BUSU) 40th Anniversary.  One of the many 
ways BUSU is celebrating its 40th birthday is the Shinerama Golf Classic proudly presented by 
BUSU and Isaac's Bar & Grill on October 16, 2010 at the Royal Niagara Golf Course. 
  
Entry to the tournament includes: Golf, Cart, Lunch and a Steak Dinner (vegetarian option 
available).  Proceeds from the tournament will go towards the 2010 BUSU Shinerama Campaign 
which raises money for Cystic Fibrosis Research. 
If you want to play in my four-some, just give me a shout! 
Entry is only $75.00 for students / $85.00 for non-students. 
 

Isaacs Army and Brock’s first Homecoming 
www.isaacsarmy.com    
What started a few years ago by the BUSU VP Finance- Will Crothers, is now part of a 
movement happening at Brock. Led by Curtis Bell this year, Isaacs Army is more visible than 
ever before. In association with BUAC and SPEMA – Isaacs army is constantly rallying up 
students for various sporting events including the Homecoming, Vince Scott memorial hockey 
game, Basketball Hype night 
and more. To see the success 
and magnitude of the 
movement, come out and see 
for yourself the attendance 
and energy that is present at 
these Brock games...& this is 
just September!  
 
Next big sporting event:  
-Basketball Hype Night 
-7pm – Bob Davis Gymnasium 
I WILL SEE YOU THERE! – If you want a free red t-shirt, just find me at the event. 
I will update you on the Homecoming in my next report. The event that has been described as 
EPIC. 

For your calendar: 
 

Debates for St. Andrews ward  
Tuesday, October 19th 

 
Mayoral debates 

 Thursday, October 21st. 

http://www.brockvotes.com/
http://www.isaacsarmy.com/


 

 

Brock Branding (Both Sides of the Brian) 
On Sept 22nd, I met a few students and alumni who are about to be 
showcased all across Ontario and at Brock. These are the students 
who were selected to be the 2010-11 profiles for Brock’s both 
sides of the brain campaign.  You can see who they are and more 
info about them here: 2011 Both Sides of the Brain 
 
If you’re reading this, you’re probably a BUSAC councillor or a 
Brock staff member.... I’m certain that you are someone who goes 
above and beyond in pretty much everything in life.. You likely 
either are very involved on campus or were at one point in time. 
So do me a favour, when you take time to read these profiles 
about Alex Gill- the President of the Brock Archaeological Society 
or Dan Portanova- a residence Don and active volunteer for 
habitat for humanities, pat yourself in the pack, because you’re 
just that important as well. 
 
I want to share with you some facts about the campaign that I 
found to be quite interesting: 
-77% of applicants to Brock this year knew about the campaign before they applied. 
-83% of the applicants understood the message and said it was effective 
-There are a lot more interesting and exciting facts that I will present in my next report. 
 

Pakistan Relief Fund 
I want to thank Aziz Memnon for asking me to say a few 
words about the Pakistan flood during a Residence event 
on Sept 24th; The coffee house. It was because of his 
request that I researched in detail about the disaster. Here 
are a few facts I learnt: 
 
-According to a UN report: the disaster is worse than the 
Haiti  earthquake, the Kashmir earthquake and the Indian 
ocean Tsunami put together! 
-$43 Billion dollars in economic impact 
-4,600 villages damaged or destroyed 
-200,000 livestock dead 
-Floods have submerged 17 million acres of fertile crop 
land 
-5.3 million jobs lost 
-Over 10,000 Schools have been destroyed 
 
The Brock community has been proactive in efforts to aid 

http://www.brocku.ca/marketing-communications/brocks-brand/campaign-profiles-10-11


 

 

Pakistan in this time of devastation. Residence hosted a successful Coffee House with donations 
for the relief fund. In addition, the international department partnered with OPRIG to host a 
Samosa sale also benefiting the relief fund. They were also lucky enough to be matched by the 
government! 
  
In addition to establishing a relief fund, BUSU has put up posters raising awareness on the 
issues and encouraging everyone to donate. To donate money to the relief fund there are 2 
ways in which you can do so: donation boxes are located at the BUSU reception desk as well as 
in Union Station and SubCetera. You can also donate $5 by texting RED CROSS to 30333. 
  
If anyone is looking to get involved in existing initiatives or to start up new initiatives, you are 
encouraged to come talk to BUSU (Nicole Savage, charities@busu.net). Whether it’s starting up 
a new campaign or simply volunteering to help put up posters, we’ll make it happen. Priority is 
currently being given to Pakistan flood relief initiatives. 
The Pakistan relief fund via Red Cross will be the official charity for Presidents` Ball this year. 
 

This is our 40th year anniversary of BUSU 
 
This year is the 40th anniversary of BUSU and to help celebrate it, I am proposing to have a 

one day university wide birthday. The day would consist of handing out birthday cake around 

the school as well as T-shirts to paint the school red. When you think of Western you think of 

the color purple but when you think of Brock you donôt necessarily think of the color red. We 

want to make the school fall in love with the color red. We want to paint the school red with 

everyone in red t shirts and red balloons everywhere celebrating our Badger pride. 

 

Prior to the day, posters will be placed around the school informing students of the upcoming 

event. Posters will also inform students that cake will be given to those wearing red the day of.  

 

The day of the event the school will be filled with balloons and tables around the school. At the 

tables, supplies of t-shirts, cake and other BUSU swag will be given out. Cake will be given to 

those wearing red; whether it is one of the t-shirts given out or jus a red t-shirt from home. In 

order to get a t-shirt, students will have to correctly answer a question about Brock. 

 

2000 t-shirts in total will be given out during the day, however the way it will be organized is 

that 1500 of the shirts will be given out by BUSU where as the other 500 will be given out by 

various clubs at Brock. 20 clubs will be selected to hand out t-shirts personalized with the club 

name on them. 50 t-shirts will be given per club totaling 500 t-shirts. 

 

The goal of the day will be to build school spirit, student engagement and establish red as 

Brockôs color all while celebrating an incredible 40 years at BUSU. 

 
All these plans are tentative to approval by exec and of course funding. A detailed draft 
proposal of this idea has been drafted and is going to exec in the coming week. 
 



 

 

General Brock 
No.. not the General from 1812.... the new on campus Dollar Store! 
Ok fine... it’s not a dollar store... it’s a general store with dollar store items and dollarish prices. 
No matter what you want to call it- it’s pretty impressive. New paint, new sides, new racks and 
new items- its defiantly worth the walk to check it out! 
Located in Thistle beside Scotia Bank  
 
¶ Monday to Thursday: 8:30am to 8:30 pm  
¶ Friday: 8:30am to 4:00pm  
¶ Weekends: Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Short facts  
Mary’s retirement 
The celebration is unique and so the event is free for 
all friends of BUSU. The major decisions have been 
made and now the details are being finalized. See 
the event details on the right and RSVP before we 
hit capacity!  
 
The BUSU Board of Directors 
The board will have met 3 times since my last 
report. The board now meets consistently on 
Tuesday’s at 1pm. Items that the Board has 
discussed in the past 2 weeks that are public 
include;  
-BSA temporary loan 
-Fort Erie Transit Memorandum of Understanding 
-SJC Peer job description 
- # of In camera topics  
 
 



 

 

Humanities Students Association 
Project code name: HSA 
Refer to previous report for general info on this initiative 
The executive members who are leading this initiative have had their first official meeting and 
are still seeking few more dedicated members (possibly the new Humanities councillors??). The 
team has begun to set up the structure and mission statement. This is a challenge because they 
need to keep consistencies that exist in the BSA while moulding it to suit the needs of the 
Humanities department.  
 
The next few weeks for them will include: 
-Creation of a budget 
-Ratifying as a club 
-Meeting Humanites faculty staff to exchange support 
-Try to unite the current Humanities based clubs on campus 
-Integrating the Arts Students Association into their plans. 
 
Presidents Ball 
The official charity: Red Cross: Lending a hand for Pakistan Flood! 
Tentative date for Presidents Ball is:  November 13th, 2010.  
 
The planning for this annual gala is underway. Please mark your calendar for this formal event. 
The event is a dinner, dance and a silent auction with all proceeds going to charity. If you want 
to relive your prom, here is your chance! Councillors and club presidents- this is an event you 
don`t want to be not seen at! 
 
Carole Moss 
-As many of you may have known, the BUSU ombudsperson is away on maternity leave. Just 
wanted to inform everyone that she had the kid and has named her Gywneth Noelle Curran. 
 
A number of other updates that i will not be reporting on in this report include: 
-Board of Trustees Meeting 
-SJC 
-Grape stomp and Festival Parade  

Vice Presidents 
As usual, this isn’t everything.  
I encourage you to read the reports of all the Vice presidents and the GM to get a better 
understanding of the happenings of BUSU. We are trying to make a point of not repeating each 
other in our reports. 
 
If you have any questions, please ask myself during the Council meeting or contact me anytime 
of the year via email, phone or in person. 



 

 

 
Sohail Ahmed 
President@busu.net   l   ext: 3101  l   BUSU Office 
 

Links 
www.busu.net www.busu.net/busac www.brocktv.ca  

BUSU Youtube Homepage SWAT Facebook page www.Sohail.ca 

 

mailto:President@busu.net
http://www.busu.net/
http://www.busu.net/busac
http://www.brocktv.ca/
http://www.youtube.com/user/busu0910
http://www.facebook.com/search/?q=swat&init=quick#/pages/SWAT-Student-Welcoming-and-Awareness-Team/84850856782?ref=ts
file:///C:/Users/President/Desktop/www.Sohail.ca

